C O, but are also very useful precursors of diazo compounds, R 1 R 2 CN 2 , (Jonczyk & Wlostowska, 1978) , as exempli®ed by the title compound, (I) (Fig. 1 ).
The molecules of (I) are linked by paired NÐHÁ Á ÁO S hydrogen bonds into centrosymmetric dimers, with the reference dimer centred at ( (Fig. 2) . The associated R 2 2 (8) (Bernstein et al., 1995) motif has been observed previously in a number of sulfonamido species (Klug, 1968; Blaschette et al., 1986; Tremayne et al., 1999 Tremayne et al., , 2002 Kelly et al., 2002; Clark et al., 2003) . While there are no soft hydrogen bonds of either CÐ HÁ Á ÁO or CÐHÁ Á Á%(arene) types present in the structure of (I), the dimeric aggregates are linked into sheets by two distinct %±% stacking interactions, one involving aryl rings and the other involving the fulvene portion of the¯uorenone hydrazone.
The C11±C16 aryl rings of the molecules at (x, y, z) and (2 À x, 1 À y, Àz) are parallel, with an interplanar spacing of 3.427 (2) A Ê ; the centroid separation is 3.725 (2) A Ê , corresponding to a centroid offset of 1.460 (2) A Ê . These two molecules lie in the R 2 ), respectively, so that propagation by inversion of this %±% interaction generates a chain of %-stacked dimers running parallel to the [101] direction (Fig. 3) .
The fulvene-type rings (C7/C11/C16/C26/C21) of the molecules at (x, y, z) and (1 À x, 1 À y, Àz), which lie in the R 
Experimental
The title compound was prepared using the published procedure of Bamford & Stevens (1952) Hydrogen-bonding geometry (A Ê , ).
0.88 2.14 2.9951 (15) 164
All H atoms were located using difference maps and subsequently treated as riding atoms, with CÐH distances of 0.95 (aromatic) or 0.98 (methyl), and an NÐH distance of 0.88 A Ê , and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N), or 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H. (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PRPKAPPA (Ferguson, 1999) .
X-ray data were collected at the EPSRC X-ray Crystallographic Service, University of Southampton, UK; the authors thank the staff for all their help and advice. JNL thanks NCR Self-Service, Dundee, for grants which have provided computing facilities for this work. JLW thanks CNPq and FAPERJ for ®nancial support. 
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